LITERACY PROJECT - “ENHANCING LITERACY IN OUR CHILDREN”

Held at Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan (Tamil), Kg Pandan

On Friday,  20th July at 10  o’clock in the  morning, 15 Pudu Rotarians, namely President KU Rajah, PP VG Chandran, PP Kumar, PP Dato Jasani, PP Phang, PP Albert Lim, PP Ng Sim Bee,  IPP Ken Ong, Rtn Robert Tan, Rtn Tan Peng Huat, Rtn Mok Sin,  Rtn Sharon, Rtn Steven Oon, Rtn  Lawrance Annies and Rtn Ahmad Zaini gathered at the Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan (Tamil), Kg Pandan.  Together with the Rotarians were the Headmistress of the school, Puan Nathinammal, Parent-Teachers’ Association Chairman, Mr Balakrishnan,  teachers and students.  Assistant Governor Group 6, PP Dr Palar Sinniah was also present. Twenty students, neatly attired in their school uniforms, stood in two rows to form a Guard of Honour.  All were eagerly looking forward to the arrival of our Guest of Honour, Puan Komala Devi, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education.

At 10.30 sharp, the official car carrying the Guest of Honour arrived at the school courtyard.    PP Kumar was the first to greet her and he introduced her to the Rotarians.  Headmistress, Puan Rathinammal,  waiting in line, introduced her to the  teachers and guests and  and then ushered her to the school hall.

When everyone was seated, the Master of Ceremony (MC), Rtn Lawrance Annies called upon the Project Organising Chairman, Rtn Robert Tan to deliver his welcome address.  

In his short speech, Rtn Robert  thanked the Guest of Honour, the Headmistress, the donors, all the Rotarians  and those present for their contributions to help make the project possible.  He also thanked the members of the media for being there to cover the event.

Rtn Robert  then invited our President KU Rajah to deliver his speech.   President KU said that it was always the objective of Rotary International to carry out projects to benefit the community.  He hoped that the Literacy Project by the Rotary Club of Pudu would make a positive contribution in helping the students enhance their literacy.  

Next to speak was the Headmistress, Puan Rathinammal.  She expressed her gratitude to the Rotary Club of Pudu by coming forward to help the school with this project.  She was  thankful that the school was specially selected by our club to carry out the project.  She was confident that the students would benefit immensely from the project. In this connection, she gave the assurance that the computers, libray software, books,  TV, DVD player, printers and others donated by our club would be put to good use.

The MC then called upon our Guest of Honour to deliver her address.  Puan Komala Devi said the project by the Pudu Rotary Club was a noble one. By carrying out the project, the club is assisting the Ministry of Education to help enhance literacy in the students.  It is also in line with the Ministry’s aim to inculcate in the students  a strong foundation in the 3 R’s, that is, Reading,  wRiting and aRithmetic.  Referring to the 10 sets of computers donated by our club, she said the computers would be a great help to the students to develop their computer skills.  Students at the school who do not have computers at home would particularly benefit from it.  She ended her speech by thanking the Rotary Club of Pudu for inviting her to launch the project. 

The MC next invited President KU Rajah  to present the Guest of Honour and the Headmistress tokens of appreciation.

The Guest of Honour, Rotarians and  and guests later adjourned to the Computer  Laboratory where she signed a plaque and cut a ribbon to launch the project.  She was taken for a tour of the computer  laboratory and witnessed a demonstration by the students.  She spotted a student having difficulty handling the keyboard  mouse and immediately taught her the correct way. She urged the students to make full use of the opportunity given by the Rotary Club of Pudu to master their computer skills.
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The next stop was the Library where she witnessed a demonstration of the library software donated by our club.  The software is to help in the administration of the library.  Our President then symbolically handed an assortment of books tied in a ribbon to the Guest of Honour who in turn passed them to the Headmistress. 

After the formalities,  the Guest of Honour was ushered to the canteen for refreshment following which a press conference was held.

The  Organising Committee wish to thank all Rotarians for their support in this project.

Yours in Rotary

Robert Tan

Project Chairman

